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The Linton Stone 
The Linton Stone is a solid slab of rock measuring about 2m in length.  It was removed 

from the rock face of a cave near Maclear in the Western Cape in 1918 and carefully 

transported to Cape Town where it is now housed in the South African Museum.  The 

figures on the stone have been used in our national coat of arms.  They depict people in 

an attitude of greeting, thereby showing the transformation of an individual into a social 

being who is part of a stronger collective unit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The motto on the South African coat of arms: 

!ke e:/xarra //ke 

Originates from the /Xam (Khoisan) language 

and means: 

People who are different join together 

http://www.onsetimages.com/english/SouthAfrica/city/CapeTown/Iziko/iziko_RockArtFigure_02a1.htm
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RsYdDoDlS06RYM&tbnid=TJYj3fuEBiST6M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.dwaf.gov.za/Communications/Coat of Arms/coatofarms.htm&ei=zr2QUfWVNYjJ0AXHkoCYDQ&psig=AFQjCNEywV9x0CyZGxHVSrkogku59zDiwQ&ust=1368526670918189
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The San, their art and rituals 
 

Our Stone Age ancestors have long since disappeared but today we are 

 lucky enough to be able to study the paintings and culture of their descendents, 

 the San. Their artwork depicts everyday life and often has a deeper spiritual meaning. 

 

They are works of art – We could look at what they painted how they painted it and how well it was done.  

They tell us a story about everyday life – We can see paintings as descriptions of the Sans’ way of life 

They have a spiritual meaning – We can make conclusions from the evidence that the San were a deeply 

spiritual people who believed in the unnatural. 

 

The Trance Dance 

 

 

1. What are the people on 

the left and right sides of 

the painting doing? 

2.  What do you think the 

people in the middle are 

doing? 

3.  Why was this dance so 

important to the San? 


